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1 . IN THE PAST THE PRC HAS MADE CLAIM TO NEARLY ALL OF 

THE NORTHEAST ASIAN CONTINENTAL SHELF. IT HAS ALSO STATED, 

AS IT DID TO JAPANESE RECENTLY, THAT IT MUST BE 
INVOLVED IN ANY SHELF DEMARCATION. 

2. IN STATEMENT TO APRIL, 1974, COLOMBO ECAFE CONFERENCE, 

PRC SAID, INTER ALIA, "DIVISION OF JURISDICTION OF THE 
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CONTINENTAL SHELF BETWEEN CHINA AND COUNTRIES BORDERING ON 
OR FACING HER SHOULD BE DECIDED BY THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED 
THROUGH CONSULTATIONS ON AN EQUAL FOOTING. TO ONE- 
SIDEDLY MARK OFF A LARGE AREA OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 
AS A SO-CALLED 'JOINT DEVELOPMENT ZONE 1 BEHIND CHINA'S 
BACK IS AN INFRINGEMENT ON CHINA'S SOVEREIGNTY, WHICH THE 
CHINESE GOVERNMENT CANNOT ACCEPT. ANYONE WHO ARBITRARILY 
CARRIES OUT DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES IN THIS AREA MUST BEAR 
FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL THE CONSEQUENCES ARISING 
THEREFROM;. 

3. WHILE PRC HAS BEEN DELIBERATELY AMBIGUOUS ON EXTENT 
OF ITS ACTUAL CLAIMS, WE BELIEVE IT DOES CLAIM SOCAL- 
TEXACO AND KOAM AREAS IN QUESTION, HOWEVER ILL FOUNDED 
SUCH A CLAIM MAY BE. A JANUARY, 1975, INR STUDY 

(BEING POUCHED), NOTED THAT PRC MIGHT CLAIM SHELF AT LEAST 
TO 100 FATHOM LINE, WHICH APPEARS TO BISECT JOINT 
DEVELOPMENT AREA. WE PRESUME ROK COULD MAKE SIMILAR 
CLAIM. IF IT HAD CAPABILITY TO DRILL IN DEEPER WATERS, 

PRC MIGHT PLAUSIBLY CLAIM EVEN BROADER AREA. AT THE 
VERY LEAST, PRC MAY BE CLAIMING A RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE 
IN OVERALL DEMARCATION OF EAST CHINA SEA SHELF 
AND NOT TO HAVE SIGNIFICANT PART OF THAT SHELF CO-OPTED 
BY OTHER CLAIMANTS. 

4. IN LIGHT OF ABOVE AND OF ROC CLAIM (TAIPEI 2702) 

WE BELIEVE WE MUST REGARD JOINT DEVELOPMENT AREA AS 
BEING IN DISPUTE EVEN IF JAPANESE COMPLETE RATIFICATION 
OF SHELF AGREEMENTS. CHRISTOPHER 
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